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LEXINGTON PLANNING COMMISSION
THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2009

5:00 P.M.

First floor meeting room in the 
Rockbridge County Administrative Office Building

Minutes

Members Present: T. Sanders J. Dunbar C. Smith
C. Miller J. Gianniny

Members Absent: M. Harvey G. Macleod

Staff Present: B. Blatter; Director of Planning and Development
V. Garrett; Secretary fo Planning and Development

Call to Order: J. Dunbar called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.

Citizens’ Comments not on the Agenda: None to record. 

Public Hearings:

* Public hearing concerning the updated Community Services and Facilities
chapter of the Comprehensive Plan of the City of Lexington

J. Dunbar opened up the public hearing. Margaret Kirkby, residing on Overhill Drive, addressed
the Planning Commission. She asked for the addition of an objective to the Community Services
and Facilities chapter. A hard copy of the proposed objective was distributed. The proposed
objective read: “Formally preserve and protect parkland by redeeding City lots in the areas
considered to be parkland and include deed restrictions and covenants requiring their use as
parkland in perpetuity.” M. Kirkby had previously addressed Planning Commission and City
Council on this issue. City Council suggested M. Kirkby should meet with the Physical Services
Community; however, she indicated she had yet to be invited. B. Blatter will attach the proposed
objective to the draft Community Services and Facilities chapter for City Councils review. 

Planning Commission thanked M. Kirkby for her attendance. J. Dunbar closed the public
hearing. 

C. Miller moved to forward the Community Services and Facilities chapter of the
Comprehensive plan to City Council with Planning Commission’s endorsement and
recommendation for approval. C. Smith gave the second. The motion passed. 

New Business:

* Application for a sign for Cornett Tax located at 110 E. Washington Street 

The application for signage at 110 E. Washington Street was reviewed. Mr. Woody, Director of
Public Works, had reviewed placement of the sign and had reported there were not any site line
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issues. B. Blatter explained the proposed sign meets code. The original application was
distributed so that the exact color samples could be reviewed. The property is not in the historic
district. The proposed sign will be  in addition to the existing sign on the property.  

C. Miller moved to approve the application as submitted. J. Gianniny gave the second. The
motion passed. 

Old Business:

* Review of landscape plans for Lylburn Downing Middle School and
Community Center

Randy Jones, the lead architect, and Ben McMillan, the civil engineer, presented the updated
landscape plans for Lylburn Downing Middle School and the Community Center. In discussion,
J. Dunbar and C. Miller voiced concern with the lack of color during winter months. V. Garrett
will forward the concern to B. Besal.

C. Miller moved to approve the landscape plans for Lylburn Downing Middle School and the
Community Center as presented. C. Smith gave the second. The motion passed. 

* Discussion concerning possible changes to the downtown sign regulations 

J. Dunbar updated Planning Commissioners on the discussion held at the last ARB meeting. She
indicated ARB members were positive about most of the proposed changes; however, voiced
concerned with the use of illuminated signage. 

B. Blatter relayed issues of ARB concern which included: minimum clear width of sidewalks
and ADA requirements, how the signs should be measured, whether 8 sq. ft. of sign face is too
much, should the temporary signs require ARB approval or should the approval be
administrative, height and size of flags, and safety issues with flat sandwich boards. 

Sammy Moore, Director of the Chamber of Commerce, addressed the Planning Commission. He
asked that the regulations be explicit about the specifics of what a merchant can have so that
ARB approval won’t be needed. He agreed flat signs should be affixed for safety. 

Planning Commissioners voiced concern with a proliferation of signage, ADA requirements,
who will “police,” and liability issues. All agreed 48" of sidewalk clearance is a must and the
issue must be evaluated after 1 year. It was noted that the Chamber of Commerce will be
handling enforcement.

Discussion was held on size of temporary sandwich boards and how the signs should be
measured. It was noted 8 sq. ft. of sign face seems excessive and “sign face” should be defined.
Complaints should be monitored for easy review at the end of the year trial period. 

T. Sanders moved to have the proposed changes put into ordinance form for review. C. Miller
gave the second. The motion passed. 

Staff Report:
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Housing, Government, and Economic Development are the last three chapters to update in the
Comprehensive Plan. Work has not begun on the remaining chapters.

B. Blatter has been working with W and L on a water quality grant. Work is continuing on
negotiating courthouse square. The updated Planned Unit Development article is scheduled for
Public Hearing on February 5, 2009 in front of City Council. 

With the courthouse due to open in two weeks, work on signage has begun. A sign designer has
not been engaged. 

Approval of Minutes:

C. Miller moved to approve the January 8, 2009 minutes as amended by J. Dunbar. J. Gianniny
gave the second. The motion passed. 

Adjourn: J. Dunbar adjourned the meeting at 6:02 p.m.


