City of Lexington
Press Release

| am pleased to announce that Alfred S. Thomas, Jr. has accepted the offer of City
Manager Jon Ellestad to be L exington’s next Police Chief. Mr. Thomasis a 20-year
member of the Lynchburg, VA Police Department where he has held therank of Captain
and Chief Staff Officer. He has also been the Administrative Divison Commander and the
Captain of the South Division among the many positions he has held over the past twenty
years. Mr. Thomasisalso a veteran of the U. S. Air Force, holds a Bachelors Degreein
Business Administration from Averett University, isa graduate of the Professional
Executive L eader ship School at the University of Richmond and the Administrative Officer
Management Program at North Carolina State Univer sity.

Both the panel of Chiefs (5 Police Chiefs from acrossthe state) and Citizens panel
werevery impressed with Mr. Thomas' leader ship skills, proven commitment to the
integration of the Police Department in the fabric of the community and to his per sonal
commitment to the community. | believethat Mr. Thomaswill be an excellent Chief for
our department and the community asawhole. He bringsa wealth of skillsand
experiencesto Lexington that can help lead an already excellent department to even
greater heights. | am pleased that we were ableto attract a person of hiscaliber to our
City.

Mr. Thomas wife, Dorothy, supervisesthe Employment Services Unit of the
Lynchburg Social Services Department and he hastwo children, Malcolm (15) and Meghan
(12). Hewill begin hisdutieson April 5, 2010.

T. Jon Ellestad
City Manager
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